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Book Information
The book reviewed in this article is entitled Tentang Kamu, written by Tere Liye and
published in 2016 by Republika Penerbit. The novel consists of 524 pages and is identified
by the ISBN 978-602-0822-12-2. As one of Tere Liye’s notable works, Tentang Kamu
presents a narrative that combines a life story with elements of investigation, offering
readers both emotional depth and moral reflection. This bibliographic information is
provided to give readers a clear context of the book before engaging with the critical
review.
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INTRODUCTION

Tentang Kamu is one of Tere Liye’s most prominent novels that highlights
humanitarian values through a deeply emotional life story. The novel addresses universal
themes such as suffering, injustice, perseverance, and moral integrity, making it relevant
not only in literary studies but also in discussions of social ethics and human values. The
book narrates the life journey of Sri Ningsih, a woman who experiences prolonged
suffering from childhood to adulthood, framed through a legal investigation conducted by
a young lawyer named Zaman. This review aims to analyze the book by presenting an
objective summary, followed by a critical evaluation of its narrative structure, thematic
depth, and literary contribution.

SUMMARY OF THE BOOK

The novel Tentang Kamu centers on the life story of Sri Ningsih, an orphan girl who
was born and raised in a harsh and unfair family environment with very little love and care.
From a very young age, she grows up without the warmth of true parental affection. Instead
of receiving protection and kindness, she faces strict treatment and emotional distance in
her own home. Since childhood, Sri Ningsih experiences both physical and psychological
pressure because of the unfair and cruel behavior of her stepmother. She is often treated
differently and blamed without reason. Violence, rejection, and neglect become part of her
daily routine. These painful experiences shape her early understanding of life and influence
the way she sees herself and the world around her.

In this difficult situation, Sri Ningsih does not only struggle with suffering inside her
family, but also faces wider social problems. As a poor girl, her opportunities are very
limited. Society does not give her enough support or protection. Her position as a young
girl from a low-income family makes her more vulnerable and powerless. Because of this,
her life is shaped not only by personal pain, but also by social conditions that restrict her
freedom and development. She spends her childhood in poverty and social isolation. Many
times, she is treated as someone who has no voice and no protection. People around her
rarely listen to her feelings or defend her rights. Because of her weak position in the family
and in society, she often feels invisible and powerless.
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However, instead of being completely broken by her difficult situation, Sri Ningsih
shows extraordinary inner strength. She does not allow her painful experiences to destroy
her spirit. Even at a young age, she demonstrates intelligence in making decisions and
careful thinking when facing problems. She is sensitive in understanding situations and
knows how to respond wisely. In addition, she shows a strong work ethic. She is willing to
work hard and put in great effort to survive and improve her life. She believes that through
discipline and persistence, she can change her future. These qualities become the
foundation of her character. This strong foundation later becomes the starting point of her
long journey toward maturity, independence, and personal growth.

The story is framed through the character of Zaman, a young lawyer who receives a
mandate from his law firm to manage and investigate the inheritance of Sri Ningsih, an
Indonesian woman who passed away peacefully in Paris without leaving any clearly
identified heirs. At first, this assignment appears to be only a professional and
administrative responsibility. It seems like a routine legal task that simply requires
checking documents and completing formal procedures. However, as the legal process
continues, the task becomes much more than paperwork. It develops into a long and
complex investigative journey. Zaman must go beyond legal files and financial records. He
needs to uncover the full history of Sri Ningsih’s life in order to understand who she really
was and whether she had any rightful heirs.

As he digs deeper, the investigation gains a strong personal dimension. What begins
as a formal duty slowly turns into a meaningful exploration of identity, memory, and life
history. Through this process, Zaman not only fulfills his professional obligation but also
becomes emotionally involved in discovering the hidden layers of Sri Ningsih’s
extraordinary life. To solve the case in a complete and careful way, Zaman is required to
trace Sri Ningsih’s life history in detail and in a systematic manner. He cannot rely only on
basic information. Instead, he must carefully study old documents, examine legal archives,
and check immigration records to understand her movements and background. In addition,
he interviews people who once crossed paths with Sri Ningsih at different stages of her life.
Each person he meets provides small but important pieces of information that help him see
a clearer picture of her journey.

This investigation takes Zaman to many places in Indonesia, where Sri Ningsih spent
her childhood and teenage years. He visits villages, towns, and communities that were part
of her early life. His search also leads him to several cities in Europe, which become
important locations in her adult life and independence. Through these travels, Zaman
connects events from different times and places into one meaningful story. Therefore, the
investigative framework through Zaman does not only function as a plot device. It also
becomes a narrative medium that slowly reveals the layers of Sri Ningsih’s personal history
to the reader. Step by step, the past is uncovered, allowing readers to understand her life
more deeply and completely.

This investigation process slowly reveals layer by layer of Sri Ningsih’s life. It guides
readers through the important phases that shape her personality and character. The story
begins with her childhood, which is filled with violence and injustice in a family that is not
harmonious. In this difficult environment, she grows up without emotional support and
must learn to survive on her own from a very young age. The story then continues with her
struggle to live in the middle of poverty and social isolation. She faces many obstacles, but
she keeps trying to stand strong. Her life is never easy, yet she refuses to give up. These
early struggles play an important role in forming her resilience and determination.
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When she becomes an adult, Sri Ningsih must face the harsh reality of living as an
immigrant in a foreign country. She starts from very simple jobs and low positions. Life
abroad is challenging, and she must adapt to a new culture and environment. However,
through hard work, intelligence, and strong integrity that she never abandons, she slowly
builds an independent and stable life. Her journey shows that success does not come
instantly, but through patience, effort, and moral strength. Suffering after suffering comes
into her life one after another. She faces loss, betrayal, rejection, and many forms of
injustice with extraordinary strength. Many painful events happen to her, and her life is full
of deep wounds and disappointment. However, Sri Ningsih is never described as someone
who likes to complain or blame her situation. Instead of giving up or feeling sorry for
herself, she chooses to face everything with courage and patience. She sees every problem
as a lesson that shapes her character and makes her stronger. This inner strength becomes
the main foundation of her life journey and forms her into a strong, mature, and dignified
woman.

Throughout the story, readers can see that Sri Ningsih consistently refuses to answer
evil with hatred or revenge. Even though she carries deep emotional scars because of unfair
treatment since childhood, she continues to hold firmly to her principles of honesty,
integrity, and justice. Her attitude shows strong moral maturity. Although she becomes a
victim of many injustices, she does not allow those bitter experiences to destroy her values
or change her into a bitter person. She keeps her heart clear and her principles firm, even
under heavy life pressure. Because of this, she is portrayed as a role model whose character
is shaped by suffering, not destroyed by it. The climax of the story reveals that, in the end,
Sri Ningsih becomes very wealthy. However, she does not keep anger or revenge toward
her past. Instead of using her wealth for personal interest or to repay the people who hurt
her, she chooses to donate her inheritance for humanitarian purposes. This decision strongly
confirms the main moral message of the novel: a person’s greatness is not measured by
how much power or money they have, but by their ability to remain kind and just, even
after being treated unfairly.

CRITICAL EVALUATION

From a structural point of view, Tentang Kamu shows a well-developed and carefully
planned plot construction. Tere Liye does not use a simple linear pattern where events are
told from beginning to end in direct order. Instead, he uses a flashback technique that moves
back and forth in time. This technique is closely connected with the investigative
framework of the story. This strategy is effective in building suspense and maintaining the
reader’s curiosity. Information about Sri Ningsih’s life is not given immediately or all at
once. Instead, it is revealed gradually through the process of investigation. As Zaman
continues his search, new facts are discovered step by step. Each new finding that Zaman
uncovers works like a piece of a puzzle. When these pieces are put together, they help
readers gain a deeper and clearer understanding of the main character. Through this
structure, the story becomes more engaging and meaningful, because readers actively
follow the process of discovery rather than simply receiving complete information from
the beginning.

The investigative element through the character of Zaman acts as a narrative bridge
that connects the different fragments of Sri Ningsih’s life, which are spread across different
places and times. Through Zaman’s perspective, readers do not only follow Sri Ningsih’s
biography, but also experience the process of interpreting the facts that are discovered.
Readers learn about her life step by step, just as Zaman learns about it. Because of this, the
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narrative structure of the novel does not function only as a storytelling tool. It also works
as a dramatic mechanism that strengthens both the emotional and intellectual dimensions
of the story. The investigation makes the story more engaging, because readers are invited
to think, feel, and analyze the information together with the main narrator.

From the aspect of characterization, Sri Ningsih is presented as a strong and
consistent figure who develops psychologically throughout the story. She is not shown as
a perfect or flawless person. Instead, she is portrayed as an ordinary human being who is
shaped by extraordinary suffering. Her personality transformation—from an oppressed
little girl into an emotionally mature adult woman is shown through her responses to
conflicts and life challenges. The author does not explain her growth in a preachy way, but
shows it naturally through her actions and decisions. This demonstrates the writer’s success
in creating a main character who feels realistic, believable, and convincing. However, from
a literary criticism perspective, there is a tendency to simplify the portrayal of the
antagonistic characters. Some characters who act as perpetrators of injustice are described
in a black-and-white way, with motivations that are not deeply explored. The limited
explanation of their psychological background and internal complexity makes the moral
conflict in the story appear mostly as a clear contrast between good and evil. As a result,
the dimension of moral ambiguity—which is often a strength in realistic novels—is not
fully developed. This limits the possibility of richer psychological exploration.

From a stylistic aspect, Tere Liye’s language in Tentang Kamu is generally simple,
communicative, and focused directly on the main events. The choice of words is not too
complex, and the sentence structure is clear and straightforward. Because of this, the novel
is easy to read and understand for readers from different ages and educational backgrounds.
This simplicity becomes a strength, since it allows the moral message and emotional
content of the story to be delivered clearly without serious linguistic difficulty. In addition,
the natural dialogue helps bring the characters to life and makes the reading pace move
smoothly. However, in some parts, the narration becomes repetitive, especially when
emphasizing the suffering of the main character. The repeated descriptions of hardship and
injustice experienced by Sri Ningsih are effective in building empathy, but they may reduce
the dramatic intensity if they are not balanced with variation in conflict or deeper
perspectives. In literary criticism, this kind of repetition can create an impression that the
story is too didactic or overly direct in delivering its moral lesson. As a result, the reader’s
space for interpretation becomes more limited. Even so, this approach is consistent with
Tere Liye’s writing style, which places moral messages at the center of the narrative.

Thematically, the novel shows strong power in raising issues such as social injustice,
violence against women and children, the marginalization of vulnerable groups, and the
meaning of sincerity in facing a harsh reality. Tere Liye does not present suffering only as
a dramatic background, but also as a way to highlight structural problems in society, such
as unequal power relations in families, weak social protection, and the fragile position of
women in a patriarchal system. These themes are developed consistently throughout the
narrative, forming a strong ideological foundation in the novel. However, the moralistic
approach, which is delivered quite explicitly through clear statements about goodness,
patience, and justice, can be seen as a double-edged sword. On one hand, it makes the
ethical message clearer and easier to understand for general readers. On the other hand, for
academic readers who value ambiguity and open interpretation, this explicit moral message
may limit alternative readings. In other words, the dominance of normative messages can
reduce the complexity of interpretation, which is often considered a strength in literary
works that are open to multiple meanings.
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REFLECTION & CONCLUSION

Tentang Kamu offers a powerful reflection on human endurance and ethical integrity.
The novel demonstrates that profound suffering does not inevitably lead to moral decay but
can cultivate compassion and wisdom. Sri Ningsih’s life story serves as a reminder that
true justice is not always achieved through retaliation, but through moral resolve and
forgiveness. In conclusion, this book is highly recommended for readers interested in
humanistic literature, moral education, and contemporary Indonesian novels. Despite
minor limitations in character depth, Tentang Kamu stands as a meaningful literary work
that contributes significantly to discussions of humanity and social justice.
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